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Christianity: routine or relationship? 
 

Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  Colossians 3:2 

 

One afternoon a young lady came home with a new dog that she just adored. She 

fed him, washed him, and played with him every day. But very quickly, the dog 

developed a bad habit of pulling down the clothes hanging from the clothesline. 

So the girl came up with a clever idea: She put a white kitchen towel on the line 

and waited. Every time the dog pulled it off, she scolded him. After two weeks, the 

towel was untouched. So she hung out a large load of laundry and left to do some 

errands. When she came home, her clean clothes were scattered everywhere. But 

left hanging on the line was her white kitchen towel! 

Like that dog, many people become very good at learning the routines of the 

Christian life, yet they completely miss the point. They wake up early to have their 

devotional times, they go to church on Sunday, and they pray at night. But when it 

comes to knowing God, the routine often takes precedence over the relationship. 

Read your Bible… go to church… pray. But do all of these out of a heartfelt 

relationship with God through Jesus Christ. Don’t do the routine for the sake of 

routine. Instead, let the routine simply be worship of the almighty God who loves 

you! 

 

Prayer Challenge 

Pray and ask God to show you where your ‘Christian routine’ falls short of heartfelt 

worship. Ask Him to give you a new focus as you live each day walking with Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Questions for Thought 

What are some things you do as part of your ‘Christian routine’ that are at risk of 

losing their meaning if you don’t refocus? 

Can you think of some changes you can make that will help you refocus your 

routine on heartfelt worship of God? 

 

  



 
Church News 

1. Due to the rampant coronavirus pandemic, the church has halted all in-

person gatherings. Sunday sermons have been changed to live webcasts 

through a link on www.pec.bc.ca until further notice. Please join in on 

schedule. Our various prayer meetings, fellowships, and Bible study classes 

are also being conducted online via Zoom video conferencing. With these 

arrangements, may God cause us to be connected and built up spiritually. In 

the interim, please pay close attention to the church news, Shepherd Voice 

and prayer items in our weekly digital bulletin. 

2. The English Ministry will begin in-person, as well as maintaining on-line, 

communion services, worship services and Sunday School from August 

1(today). Some English Fellowships will also start physical meetings on the 

same date. Brothers and sisters please take note and pray for these changes. 

3. The August Elders and Deacons Meeting will be conducted via Zoom on the 

8th (next Sunday) at 2:30 pm. Will all concerned please take note and attend 

punctually. 

4. We will upload all the sermons of this year’s Chinese Summer Bible 

Conference to our church website. Please make use of this opportunity to 

listen to the sermons online.  They can be found at http://www.pec.bc.ca. 

5. Our church encourages everyone to attend our prayer meetings via Zoom, in 

order to jointly keep vigil on, and petition for, our members, thereby learning 

how to serve God through prayer. 

6. We thank God for the new born boy (Ethan) on July 26th of Titus fellowship 

Wendy & James FONG couple. May God bless this new baby boy to grow up 

physically healthy and that he will come to love God and other people. 

7. Below is last week's offering records, a tax receipt will be issued on or before 

the end of February of next year. 

Envelope# Amount Envelope# Amount Envelope# Amount Offering Items Amount 

CAb9gUDD  400.00 CAV2dNYr  30.00 CaxXCwEZ  250.00 General 1,755.00 

CafKphvy  300.00 CAdMjM8p  400.00 CAZZdU3h  75.00 Summer camp 100.00 

CAEXVxT3  400.00       

 Total Amount 1,855.00  1,855.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer Items 
1. The 2021 Theme of English Ministry is "Put God First”. (So that you may live a life 

worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, 

growing in the knowledge of God. Colossians 1:10 (NIV) May God use it and His name 

be glorified.  

2. Please continue to intercede in prayer for those members who are weak in flesh or 

spirit, by the mentioning of their names. May God heal and give strength to them. 

3. We thank God for leading this year’s Chinese Summer Bible Conference, may our Spirit 

be revived and help us to live out a submissive and victorious life. Please pray for the 

commitments that brothers and sister have made, may God strengthen every one of us 

that we can be vigilant, serve Him with a burning desire, be kind to the one another, 

and faithfully and diligently carry out their commitment.  

4. Please remember all the missionaries supported by the church. May God bestow more 

bliss and strength to them so that they may be filled with His grace and providence in 

their fields of operation, and be able to fight the good fight for the Lord and lead many 

to rejoin the Kingdom of God. 

5. Please intercede for the pastoral team, elders and deacons of our church. May God 

grant them wisdom, decisive power, strength and courage to lead our church. We also 

remember all serving personnel of our church in our prayers, may God grant them with 

love to serve Him, that all of them will have a merciful heart, that they will have 

patience to build our church, and that every one of them will be a faithful servant to 

Him. 

6. During the gradual stabilization of the pandemic and easing of health restrictions, may 

the Lord give wisdom to the church when leading our members in organizing every 

aspect of a return, and may brothers and sisters bear witness to mankind with lives that 

are ever more pleasing to the Lord so that all glory returns to the Father. 

7. There has been a rash of natural disasters around the world recently, including the 

floods in China's Henan province. May God have mercy and safeguard the people, so 

that in the midst of these trials, they will come to know our Lord who bestows peace. 

May He give wisdom and strength to the rescuers and their supervisors on the front 

lines, enabling them to help those affected quickly escape the hazards and find 

settlement. 

8. We anticipate there will be more returning or new immigrants coming from Hong Kong 

going forward. The church would like to take this opportunity to serve them. May the 

Lord grant loving hearts and wisdom to those members carrying this burden, so that 

our compatriots may receive the blessings of the Gospel, come to know and turn back 

to Christ. 

9. Please continue to pray that the current Covid 19 pandemic may be quickly brought 

under control. Please remember health workers on the front lines and administrative 

personnel in all countries working in difficult conditions at this time. May the people 

be lifted up from these adverse circumstances. And may people humbly recognize their 

own limitations and turn back to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

10. Pray for the church to be a witness for God during the pandemic and attract more 

people to the Lord. Pray that Christians locked-down in their homes can overcome the 

stress and demonstrate in their lives the faith, hope, love and peace of true disciples. 

And also pray that through the experience of online worships and prayer and fellowship 

meetings, the church can mature and evolve, focus more on the study and practice of 

Biblical truths, effectively preach the gospel, and love God and people in a different 

way.  



New Offering Option: Interac e-Transfer 

 
To provide another option for Brothers & Sisters with sending offerings to church, 

we have setup Interac e-Transfer to receive them electronically. Following are 

some guidelines: 
 

1. Email to send offerings: offering@pec.bc.ca 
 

2. We have setup Auto Deposit, so please ensure the amount on your 

instruction is correct before confirming the payment. 
 

3. When adding the new Contact, you might be asked to create a security 

question and answer. Just do so arbitrarily as that will not be used 

eventually. Also please choose to notify Contact by email address (not 

mobile phone). 
 

4. On the Message section, please indicate: 

a) your legal name (for tax receipt) 

b) your commonly known name 

c) purpose of your offering: 

i. General Offering 

ii. Mission Fund 

iii. Caring Fund 

iv. Special Offering, please specify 

d) If you'd like to offer different amounts for more than one 

purpose, please indicate in the message as well. 
 

Example: TSO PO KI, Phyllis, $50 General, $60 Mission, $70 Caring 
 

5. The bank's transaction reference number (instead of the offering 

envelope number) will be used to track and record your offering, which 

you can check on the bulletin to confirm church has received it. 
 

6. Church's bulletin will be posted on our website every Sunday, listing out 

offerings received during the previous week: 

March 29 bulletin will post offerings received on Mar 16-22 

April 5 bulletin will post offerings received on Mar 23-29, and so on. 
 

7. In case further clarifications are required, we will contact the sender by 

email. 
 
Reminders:  

i) This is an additional option but not the only option to make offerings. 

We are still accepting drop-offs at church (cash or cheque) and mail-ins 

(cheque only). For drop-offs, please call the church office (604) 231-9990 

ahead of time before coming. 
 

ii) Some banks and/or account types might charge service fee to send 

e-Transfer. 
 


