
Colossians 
Jesus as Supreme in all Things : Message Two 

A) Biblical Themes: Two Kingdoms in Conflict: Redemption - Reconciliation - Inheritance 

 

It is not difficult to see the Old Testament’s themes of exile, redemption, reconciliation and 

inheritance in Colossians; both Adam and Israel were outcasts and runaways due to rebellion. Israel’s 

story is one of redemption from bondage in Egypt and their eventual establishment in the land of 

promise, flowing with milk and honey, with the subjugation of their enemies. Of course, in the New 

Testament, the themes are escalated magnificently. Geopolitical slavery and emancipation prefigures 

our slavery to sin and fear of death, and freedom in Christ with the abundant life of true righteousness 

and holiness, with inheritance rights that super inflate to incorporate the New Heaven and Earth! 

Let us explore a few of these themes in Colossians.... 

Redemption (Col.1:12-14; John 8:34; Romans 6:16-19; Hebrews 2:14-16) 

He has delivered  (rescued) us from the domain (exousias, freedom of action hence authority/power) 

of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins. Colossians 1:12–14 

 

 

Reconciliation (Col.1:20-22; Romans 5:10-11; 2nd Corinthians 5:17–21)     

...and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by 

the blood of his cross. And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has 

now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above 

reproach before him. Colossians 1:20–22  

        

 

Inheritance (Col.1:12; 1st Peter 1:3-4; Romans 4:13; Acts 20:32; Revelation 21:1-7; Eph1:13-14,18; 

2:11-22) 

...giving thanks to the Father who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saint in light. 

Colossians 1:12 

 

 

The Mount Everest of Christology (Col.1:15-20)  The person and Work of Christ effecting our 

Great Deliverance 

Colossians 1:15-20 Structure 

(15) He is (Who is / Hos Estin) the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation, (16) For by (in / en) him all things were created, in heaven and earth, visible 

and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – all things were 

created through (dia) him and for (eis) him. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

(17) And he is (auto) before all things, and in him all things hold together 

(18a) And he is (auto) the head of the body, the church. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
(18b) He is (Who is / Hos Estin) the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 

everything he might be preeminent. (19) For in (en) him all the fullness of God was 

please to dwell, (20) and through (dia) him to reconcile to (for/eis) himself all things, 

whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
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There is a veritable cottage industry surrounding this lofty christological song, poem or exalted prose. 

The outline that fits best is as follows: 

1) The first section exalts Jesus as Lord over the 1st Creation: Source, Support and End 

2) The third section exalts Jesus as Lord over his 2nd Creation, the Church, his Body; 

      the 1st and 3rd sections are both introduced with “Who is/He is” followed by a         

 statement of Jesus’ Regal Identity (Image and Founder), followed by a statement  of 

 Preeminence (firstborn), followed by an elaboration (for...v.16, 19) of his status using three 

 prepositions: in (en) him - through (dia)him - for (eis) him   

3) The middle section is transitional in nature, spanning past, present and future; he predates all and is 

 the source of  the first creation’s cohesion and stability and the unifying and nurturing force 

 behind his second creation, the Body (2:19) 

4) The Supremacy and Preeminence of Christ spans eternity past [before all things] to eternity future, 

 his Kingdom rule over all; nothing stands outside of Jesus who is the source, support and 

 end of all things. He is both Lord over the Universe and Lord over his people, unifying the 

 Heaven and Earth through the blood of his cross. 

 

B) Section One (Col.1:15-16) The Preeminence of Christ in the 1st Creation 

       1) Image of the Invisible God; Represents and Manifests the Invisible God 
 ~ likeness and image are often used practically as synonyms  (Genesis 1:26-27; 5:1-3) 

 

 ~  The moral character of God is what is displayed  (Eph.4:24; Col.3:10) 

    

 ~ Image is closely associated with Glory i.e. manifestation of the character of God (2nd      

    Cor.3:18; 4:4-6) 

 

 ~ Humans are made in God’s image whereas Jesus is eternally the image of God ie he narrates     

God, making him known (John 1:18; 14:7-10; Matthew 11:27) 

  

       2) Firstborn of all creation (Psalm 89:20-25, 27) = Preeminent Status 

 

 

       3)  All things created ‘in him’ / ‘through him’ / ‘for him’ (Heb.3:3-4; 11:10) 

          ~ In him = sphere of his being i.e. all creative activity was with reference to Christ, in terms   

       of Christ, in relationship to Christ; all creative plans and forces were residing in Jesus as  

       the architect and builder of all things 

 

 ~ Through him = the agency and power to bring all into existence (1st Cor.8:6; John 1:3, 10) 

 

 

 ~ For him = the goal of all creation; Jesus will both unify all things and fill all the 

                       cosmos with his Presence  (Eph.1:9-10; 4:10) 

 

 

       4) Heaven and Earth – Visible and Invisible, thrones, dominions, rulers, authorities 

  ~ Truly the Alpha and Omega and the Sum Total of all Existence, Visible and Invisible   

     (Rev.22:12-13) 
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 ~ All Spiritual Being and their Vast (and largely hidden) Domains (Col.2:9-10, 15; Eph.1:19-    

    21;  Eph.3:10; 6:12; 1st Cor.15:24-26; 1st Peter 3:22; Rom.8:38-39) 

 

 

C) Section Two (Col.1:17-18a) Christ the Unifying Presence in both Creation Stories 

 (17) And he is (auto) before all things, and in him all things hold together 

 (18a) And he is (auto) the head of the body, the church. 

       1) Predating all (John 1:1-3) 

 

       2) Unifying and Sustaining all (The Universe and His Body, the Church) Heb.1:2-3; Col. 2:19   

  Eph.4:15-16 

 

 

D) Section Three (Col.1:18b-20)  The Preeminence of Christ in the 2nd Creation 

 1) He is the beginning – The founder, source and fountainhead of both the 1st and 2nd Creation 

           Revelation 3:14 

 

 

 2) Firstborn from the dead – Jesus rises immortal, beyond death, as Head over a new humanity 

               Jesus’ Headship is expressed in his status as 1st born (Col.2:10, 19; Eph.1:22; 4:15; 5:23) 

      The first born in the OT were given a double portion and considered first fruits of the womb 

      as well (Gen.49:3; Deut.21:17) ; Rom.8:19-20; Rev.1:17-18; 1st Cor.15:22-23 

 
   

 3) Jesus as Preeminent (Supreme) for in him / through him / for him.....God’s fullness        

      dwells, all heaven and earth is reconciled to himself, making peace by the blood of his   

      cross 

  

      a) All the Fullness (of God) is Pleased to Dwell in Jesus 

  ~ As in the OT God’s Presence fills the Temple and dwells on Mount Zion (Ps.68:16;  

     Exodus 40:34; Hebrews 12:22; Ezk.44:4; Rev.15:8) 

 

  ~ The whole fullness of deity (state of being God) dwells bodily in Jesus (Col.2:9) 

 

  ~ God’s Fullness is Grace and Truth (John 1:14); and we partake of this (John 1:16-18;  

     17:22) 

 

  ~ The Spirit is without measure in Jesus (John 3:34) 

 

  ~ Jesus’ Presence will Fill the Universe (Eph.4:10-13; Jer.23:24 Yahewh fills the   

       heavens and earth) 

 

   

      b) Through Jesus and For Jesus earth and heaven are Reconciled, enjoying lasting Peace;   

          the Prodigal returns to the Father’s House, Robed in Righteousness  (Col.1:21-22; 1st        

          Peter 3:18; Eph.1:3-6, 9-10; 5:25-27; Jude 24-25)  
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