
Colossians        
 Jesus as Supreme in all Things : Message One            

Introduction: The least important city for Paul’s epistles yet the deepest treasure house of all! Once a 

centre of high quality textiles yet road re-routing through Laodicea (e.g. Coquihalla & Boston Bar) set 

it into increasing decline from its prominence in the 3-4th century B.C.  Laodicea was 12 miles (19 

km) West and Hieropolis was 15 miles (24 km) NW; Colossians had enormous influence from the 

patristic (early church) fathers onwards – the height of its Christology is breath-taking!   

       At Pentecost we see Jewish pilgrims from this region (Phrygia Acts 2:10) and according to 

Josephus (Antiquities)  Antiochus III, a Seleucid ruler, settled ~ 2000 Jewish families in this region in 

213 B.C. 

       Epaphras (1:7; 4:12-23) may have been a convert, directly or indirectly, of Paul’s during his 2-3 

years of ministry in Asia Minor (Acts 19:10) 

       The message of Colossians is Christ’s absolute supremacy; no add-ons to Jesus’person and work. 

He is the fountain of all fact-hood, the architect, sustainer and goal of both God’s first creation and 

second creation i.e. the church of Jesus Christ, his body (1:16-20; 2:10, 19; 3:15); he is both the 

Creator of the invisible spiritual realm (1:15-16) and the one who has vanquished all hostile spiritual 

forces (2:15). The believer is safe and sound in the kingdom of God’s beloved Son, delivered from the 

domain of darkness,  both now and forever, and they find their fullness in him (1:13; 2:10); all 

scripture points to him as the ultimate reference point; he is the fulfillment of all types and shadows 

cast in the Old Testament (2:16-17) – yearly festivals, monthly lunar cycles, weekly Sabbaths and 

daily dietary laws....they all speak of Jesus! 

 

 The Shining Face of God Shining on Colossae (Col.1:2; 4:18) 

  “Grace to you and peace from God our Father....Grace be with you” 

 

A) Grace and Peace: The Aaronic High Priestly Blessing of Grace and Universal Shalom 

                 Numbers 6:22–27; Rom. 15:15–16 (Paul as Priest) 

     ~ The Grace of Reconciliation and Gospel Growth (Col. 1:5-6; 19-22) 

 

 

     ~ The Peace is both Objective and Subjective i.e. Objects of Peace and Dispensers of Peace                

 Col.1:19-20; 3:15  (see also: Eph. 2:14–17; 4:2–4; Rom. 5:1; John 14:27; 16:33; 2nd Thess. 

 3:16; Matt.11:28-30) 

 

 

 

 

     ~ Peace through Conquest of your Enemies; Psalm 92: 7-11 (Sabbath Psalm) / Colossians 2:15 /     

 Ephesians 4:8 / Romans 16:20 / Hebrews 1:13; 10:12-13 / 1st Corinthians 15: 24-26 

 

 

 

 

     ~ Peace displaces the Restlessness of the Kingdom of Darkness into that of Light Col.1:12-13; 

 Romans 14:17; Isaiah 57:20–21 
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B) The Gospel Bounty: The Spreading Fruit [Not how many apples on the tree but how many trees 

 are in the apples] Colossians 1:5–6, 10, 23; Psalm 92:12–14 

     ~ An Apple Experiment 

 

 

     ~ Jesus as the Pattern for Fruit Bearing (Isaiah 11:1-2; 9:6-7; Ezk. 47’s River; Eph. 4:10; Rev. 

 22:2) 

 

 

     ~ Consider yourself a Tree of Life with Fruit  (Prov.11:30) 

 

 

     ~ Ingredients for Fruit Bearing 

a) Seed:   1st Peter 1:23; Luke 8:11 (Mark 4; Matt.13:8) 

     The word of God. The seed is the word of God. 

 

b) Sunshine:    Ephesians 5:8–9 

 

c) Water:    John 7:38–39 (see also Rev.22:1-2) 

 

d) Patience:    James 5:7-8 

 

     ~ Inhibitors to Fruit Bearing Luke 8:14 (Matt.13:22; Mark 4:19) 

 

  

C) Quality Fruit: Wisdom in our Walk (Colossians 1:9-14; a single sentence!!) 

 

     1) Biblical Wisdom, and its cluster of related terms  (Knowledge and Understanding etc)  

  Col.1:9-10, 28; 2:2-3; 3:16; 4:5-6; Isaiah 11:1-2 9; Prov.1:7; 9:10; 8:30-31; Job 28:28; James 

 3:13-18 

 Wisdom (and its associated terms) is.... 

 ~ Humble/Meek (James 3) 

 ~ Relational (Proverbs 1/9) 

 ~ Moral and Transformational (Isaiah 11) 

 ~ Joyful when exercised (Prov.8) 

 ~ Infinite in Jesus (Col.2:2-3) 

 

      

     2) The Walk of Wisdom Col.1:10; 2:6; 4:5-6 

 

 

The Biblical Imagery of a Walk is Vast (Genesis 3:8; 5:22; 6:9; 17:1; Matt.4:9 (follow me); John 1: 

37-37; 2nd Cor.6:16-18; Ephesians 4:1, 17; 5:2, 8, 15; Col.1:10; 2:6; 3:7; 4:5 ; 1st John 2:6 etc); 

Colossians chapter 2 states our walk positively whereas chapter 2 states it negatively i.e. what we 

avoid 
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~A walk is progressive: from the initial wobbly steps of a toddler to the firm marching of a hardened            

 and tempered soldier 

 

 

~ A walk is in fellowship (Genesis 3:8; Genesis 17:1) 

 

 

~ A walk has both purpose and a destination, not an esoteric garden society (Epicurean) Acts 17:21 

 

 

~ Wisdom literature often uses the imagery of the two pathways: wise and foolish; so too with Jesus    

 with two gates and two ways (...and I am the Way)  Matt. 7:13-14; John 14:6 (The Way = Acts 

 9:2; 19:9, 23; 24:14, 22)   

 

 

 

The Four Aspects of a Walk Fully Pleasing to the Lord: 

 

 a) Bearing Fruit in every (all) Good Work (Ephesians 2:10; 3:9-10) 

 

     ~ Parallels God’s good work in the creation week; beautiful, functionally perfect and 

majestic         in character and diversity 

 

  

 

 b) Increasing in the Knowledge of God  (John 17:26; 2nd Peter 3:18; Ephesians 2:6–7) 

 

     ~ Parallels the walking growing relationship (Eden) stretching into the eternal ages 

 

 

 

 

 c) Strengthened with all Power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience 

               (Eph.1:19-21; 6:10-20 spiritual warfare) 

  

 

 

 

 d) With Joy Giving Thanks (joyful thanks/thanks with joyfulness) to the Father who has  

     Qualified us/Rescued us/Transferred us....into the Kingdom of his Beloved Son (See        

     also thanks in Col. 2:7;3:15,16,17; 4:2) 
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