
               

(3) The Motive for Holiness : The Mercies of God                 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 

and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. (Romans 12:1) 

 A) As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for the 

sake of their forefathers. For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. For just as you were at one time 

disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, so they too have now been 

disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. For God has 

consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all. (Romans 11:28-32) 

 C) In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them; in his love and in his pity 

he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. (Isaiah 63:9) 

 

 Look down from heaven and see, from your holy and beautiful habitation. Where are your zeal and your 

might? The stirring of your inner parts and your compassion are held back from me. (Isaiah 63:15) 

 

 For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; now I will cry out like a 

woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; I 

will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not 

know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the 

rough places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. (Isaiah 42:14-16) 

 

 Is Ephraim my dear son ? Is he my darling child ? For as often as I speak against him, I do remember him 

still. Therefore my heart yearns for him; I will surely have mercy on him, declares the Lord. (Jer.31:20)  

 

 As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him. For 

he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust. As for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a 

flower of the field; for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more. But the 

steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him, and his righteousness to 

children's children, (Psalm 103:13-17) 

 

 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and 

faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because he 

himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. (Hebrews 2:17-18) 

 

 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every 

respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of 

grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (Hebrews 4:15-16) 

 

 D) The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, 

forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity 

 



                

  of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation.” (Exodus 

34:6-7) 

 

 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, 

and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 

pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the 

debt….. And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ (Matthew 

18:25-27,33) 

 

 

 ….though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I 

had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are 

in Christ Jesus. The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the 

foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him 

for eternal life. (1st Timothy 1:13-16) 

 

 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, 

following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—

among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the 

mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because 

of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses…(Ephesians 2:1-5) 

 

 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify 

her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to 

himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 

(Ephesians 5:25-27) 

 

 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works 

done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of 

the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, (Titus 3:4-6) 

 

 …keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal 

life. (Jude 1:21) 

 

 E) ….and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, 

so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus with all his saints. (1st Thessalonians 3:12-13) 

 

 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 

fears has not been perfected in love. We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” and  



                

 hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom 

he has not seen. And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

(1st John 4:18-21) 

  


